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Company - on a prosecution being insti-

tuted, would find that they had themselves
become culprits by having admitted candi-
dates to an examination for the license, and I

having granted licenses in cases where the
fact was established that a previous ap-

prenticeship had not been served.
The answer which we have thus given

will, we know, be found to be correct, al-

though we much fear that it will not prove
satisfactory to all our interrogators on the

subject.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND
HOSPITAL.

EXPULSION OF ELIZABETH OKEY.&mdash;RESIGNA-

TION OF DR. ELLIOTSON.&mdash;MEETING OF STU-

DENTS.

ON the morning of Friday, Dec. 28, Dr.
Elliotson sent in his resignation as lecturer
on medicine at University College, and as
bcnior physician to the North London Hos-
pital. Ou the evening of the same day he
entertained a numerous body of the students
of those institutions at a dinner party in

Conduit-street, when he addressed them

very energetically on the step which he had
taken. The cause of the resignation may
be thus briefly stated;-
Early in June last the Medical Committee

of the hospital held a meeting to take into
consideration some " published statements "
respecting animal magnetism, which had

appeared in THE LANCET. Dr.Elliotsondid
not attend this meeting, at which resol u-
tions were carried, requesting the Doctor to
refrain from further 11 public exhibitions"
of mesmerism, at the same time stating that
they did not wish to interfere with its em-

ployment as a remedial agent when he chose
tu employ it. In answer to these resolutions
the Doctor said that ’ iio consideration ’*

should prevent his pursuing the investiga-
lion of animal magnetism; that he had never
made a public exhibition of it, but had only
employed it remedially ; and, as it was a

subject in which many new facts were

likely to be developed, had simply given
clinical lectures and demonstrations upon it
to the pupils, when a great number of
scientific and eminent men had attended,
but only on special invitation, after their
urgent requests to be present. However,
he would refrain from further exhibitions of
them in the theatre, though he should for-
ward to the Committee the names of such
gentlemen as might in future apply for per-
mission to witness the experiments, leaving
it to the Committee to sanction the admis-
sion to the exhibition in the theatre of such

persons as they chose to approve of. In a
short time a list of applicants was sent to
the Committee, who did not read it, but
merely replied, that they could not sanction
any exhibition that was so entirely foreign
to the objects of the hospital. In answer to
this Dr. Elliotson stated his full conviction
of the reality of mesmerism, and his belief
that the light which his experiments would
throw over the operations of Nature would
equal, if not exceed, that elicited by all
other discoveries, and that mesmerism was
of great physiological and therapeutical im-
portance. Here the correspondence dropped,
but mesmerism was practised in the hos-
pital with undiminished frequency. No

public exhibition in the theatre took place,
it is true, but numerous small parties were
entertained in corners of the wards with the
effects of mesmerised water, gold, and other
substances on the notorious Okeys, and the
clinical clerks were employed in the wards
for an hour or two daily in manipulations
upon epileptic and other patients.
The public are aware of the thorough,

complete, and unequivocal exposure of the
humbug of mesmerism, which was made in
Bedford-square, in August last. Dr. Elliot-
son left England at the end of that month,
and dvas absent for four or five weeks, but
the patients were mesmerised as usual, in
compliance with his directions, during
that time the girls Okey being on a visit at
Dover. In October the House-Committee
of the hospital held a meeting to consider
the case of Elizabeth Okey, who had now,
excepting for about a month, been in the
hospital ever since April, 1837. The Com-
mittee were now informed that Elizabeth
Okey had been readmitted for ischuria, a
fresh complaint, totally unconnected with
her former malady.
At a subsequent meeting of the House-

Committee, held early in December, Dr.
Elliotson attended, and gave it as his opi-
nion that it was still necessary to retain
Okey in the hospital, as she was too ill to
be discharged ; and, in answer to questions
from the Committee, he s’ated that Okey
was now entirely free from attacks of deli-
rium, excepting when brought on by mes-
merism. In reply to a remonstrance from
one of the members, that he was in the habit
ijf 11 taking away this poor girl’s senses

occasionally," the Doctor returned no

answer. Dr. Elliotson also stated, on this
occasion, that having heard the nurse of the
ward say that Okey had occasionally passed
opinions as to the issue of certain cases
then under treatment, he had taken her into
the men’s ward, in the twilight, where she
had prophesied respecting the termination
of some of the diseases, and these prophe-
cies were written down and given, in a
sealed paper, to the apothecary. He had
not, however, taken her into the men’s ward
without first inquiring of the nurse if that
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step might be taken with propriety. In ad-
dition to the evidence given by the Doctor
himself on this subject, the nurse gave an
account of the manner in which the girl
conducted herself when attended by Dr.
Elliotson on those occasions. She said, that
on approaching the bed of a certain patient,
Okey gave a convulsive shudder, and when
asked the reason she replied that " Great
Jackey was on the bed," meaning, accord-
ing to her own subsequent explanation, that
&laquo; Great Jackey" was the " angel of death!"
She shuddered slightly only at the bedside
of another patient, because Little Jacky
was seated there!" These prophecies were
accredited by the Doctor, as correct indica-
tions of the fate of the patients respecting
whom they were expressed. The effect of
these iproceedings, repeated in the same
ward (death on one occasion having follow-
ed the visit of the girl), was of such a kind
on the patients, that, to use the words of a
gentleman who had witnessed them, " the
ward was in a complete flurry."
A few days since the Council of the Col-

lege, additionally instigated by these pro-
ceedings, requested the Committee of the
Hospital to take steps for the immediate dis-
charge of Okey, and the prevention of fur-
ther mesmerism in the wards. Dr.Elliotson
did not at first receive the former part of
this request, but was " respectfully re-

quested to discharge Okey;" but on the
request respecting the further pursuit of
mesmerism being communicated to him, he
immediately sent in his resignation to the
Council.
We have stated that on Friday, Dec. the

28th, a very large number of the students
were invited to dine with Dr. Elliotson.
On Wednesday, Jan. 2nd, a meeting of the
students was held in the Anatomical Thea-
tre for the purpose of hearing read the let-
ter of resignation, copies of which had been
freely circulated amongst them. This meet-
ing was got up suddenly by the friends of
Dr. Elliotson, and, after the reading of the
letter, was adjourned to Monday, Jan. 7th,
at one o’clock. The Doctor had stated in
the letter that his reason for resigning arose
out of the undue interference of the House-
Committee and the Council with a patient
who was under his care in the hospital. He
also requested in it that the fees which had
been paid by students for the second half-
session of his lectures, should be returned
to his class, and added, that he would never
again enter either the Hospital or the Col-
lege. Here the matter at present rests.

In conversations which we have had with
a great number of medical men, and of
friends of the University, we find that the
conduct of the House-Committee and the
Council in this transaction, has received a
very hearty approval. We do not find
that the integrity of Dr. ELLIOTSON has
been at all impugned in this affair, but

it is considered by many of the best informed
members of the profession, and by the best
friends of the University, that the Doctor’s
secession from the establishment will be
attended with immense advantage both to
the College and the Hospital, and that his
continuance in the two offices,&mdash;considering
the opinions which he honestly holds on
the subject of mesmerism,-would be at-
tended with great injury to the utility of the
Hospital, and the certain, the inevitable,
ruin of the medical department of the Col-
lege. It is generally thought that the
Council is relieved from taking a harsh step
with regard to the Professor, by his sudden
and prudent withdrawal from the establish.
ment. The professors of the College, as well
as the most considerate men in the profes-
sion, are at length convinced that such a
humbug as mesmerism, and the science of
medicine, cannot exist co&middot; ordinately in this
country, and that of all the various species
of quackery which were ever invented, there
is not another that is either so dangerous or
so ridiculous as that which has been impu.
dently styled " Animal Magnetism." When
Dr. ELLIOTSON became a mesmerist, he ceas.
ed to be a " physician." The escape of the
medical department of the University from
complete ruin, may be attributed to the

temperate but firm conduct of the House.
Committee of the Hospital, and the Council
of the College.

ON

LUNATIC ASYLUMS AND ESTA-
BLISHMENTS FOR INVALIDS

IN THE

North of Germany and in St. Petersburg.
BY M. LEURET.

(Concluded from page 448.)

THE lunatic asylum of St. Petersburg is
situate about eight miles from the city, and
consists of a handsome building, which is
composed of a central portion, enclosed by
two wings. In the centre part are placed
the apartments of the medical officers and
servants, two chapels and offices ; the

wings are occupied by the male and female
patients. Both wings are similarly arrang-
ed ; a long corridor runs from one extremity
to the other, with chambers opening on

each side. Each chamber contains two
well furnished iron beds; the windows are
large, and placed at five feet above the level
of the ground ; the upper part of each win-
dow opens on a revolving hinge. The
ground and third floors are arranged in a
similar manner. To each division are at-tached a dressing-room, a saloon, and
water-closets of the best construction. The
violent patients, and those likely to injure
 themselves, are placed on the ground-floor,


